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The Lac]g Chapel may origina”g have been built
ear]g in the iﬁth century, and cnlargcc] to its present

size about a century later. |t contains some of the
Y

most signhcicant medieval features of the church.

The Figure of a woman to the left of the altar is

thought to be Part of a memorial erected carlﬂ in the
i‘%th centurg bg John de Drokensgorcl N memory of

his mother. [ e was the son of a local squirc) and at
times Rector of Droxgord, Keeper of the King’s
Wardrobe to E_clwarcl ], Chance”or of the
Exchequer to |~ dward ”, and Bishop of bat!ﬁ &

Wells.




A Pre~Re1Cormation Piscina, used for iy .

washing communion vessels, was
uncovered to the right of the altar c}uring

restoration of the church in the carlg

th
20 centurﬂ.

1o the left of the altaris a stone niche

with an ogee shapec} canopy, Probab|9

dating from the late i‘%th century. The
niche shows traces of medieval
Painting. [t would origina”g have
contained a statue, Probahlg of the
\/irgin Marg, which would most likc]g

have been removed at the time of the

. h
Rexcormation inthe 1 6t centurﬂ.

The arch from the Laclg Chapel

into the chancel rests on two

carved heads, which Probab]g

h ]
date from the i‘%t century. T!"ICH"
identitg n unknown, but theg may

rePresent local Persona!itics of

the Pcrioé.




I"rom more recent times, the stained glass of the east
window was installed in 1938 as a memorial to
Stephen Briclge, Rector of Drox{:orc} from 1868 to
1886, and his wife Margaret. ]t was designed by
Martin | ravers, who was at the time chief instructor
in stained g]ass at the Rogal Co”egc of Art.

The \/irgin and Chllc} are C}ePic’cec} at the centre of
the window. On the left St Wilfrid, who may have
founded the first church at Droxford éuring his
mission to the Meon \/a”ey in 681 to 686, is shown
with the builders of the church, which is shown in the

background.




When Dr Neuville | ovett, the first Bishop of
FPortsmouth from 1927 to 1936, retired to [Droxford
in 1946, he found the Laclg Chapel to be in a
neglectecl state, fitted with rows of \ictorian pews
{Zacing into the chancel, and used as a store for

Pa[:)f:rwork and other odds and ends.

Dr Lovett was determined to restore the Lad9
Chapcl to a more aPProPriatc condition. | his was
eventua”g achieved shortlg after his deathin 1951. A

memorial to him is mounted on the south wall.

IN MEMORY OF
NEVILLE LOVETT BISHO¥
WHOSE LIFE AND PURPOSE
WERE MADE COMPLETE
THIS PARISH = MDCCCCE

" LAUS DEO

g

The Lady Chape] is now a well-used and much-loved
space. Traditional services are held every Thursdag,

and an informal a”~age service takes Place on the §rd
Sundag of each month. |t is also used bg wcd&ing

couples when thcg sign the marriagc registcr.




uPholstered oak chairs, funded 139 a grant from the
Diocesan  Mission OPPor’cunities fund, and
donations from members of the congregation, were

recent]g installed.

(/lnti] recntlg the Paintwork of the Lac]g Chapel was
ina poor state of repair, but is has now been restored
with funds contributed 139 the Iriends of Droxford
(_hurch, collections at §rd Sundag services, a coffee
morning given bﬂ Nicola and Anthong Hu]ber‘c, and

other generous donations.




