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Welcome to the Laclg Chapel.
T his short guic!e may help ou to aPPreciate

Flease take one of ourleaflets and cxplore the rest of some of the historic and re igious aspects ik
this historic and beautiful church. this special Part of

Fincl out more at: bridgechurchcs‘orguk St Marg & ” Saints, DroxForcl.




]t is recorded that the Lacly Chape] was consecrated in
1316 }33 John de Drokcnslcorc!, then Bishop of Bath
& We”s, who was a son of the local squire, and at
various other times Rector of Dromcorcl, KeePer of the
King’s Wardrobe to E_clward ], Chance”or of the
Exchcquerto Eclward ”, and a chaPlain to the FoPe.

The original altar of the Laclﬂ Chapel would have been
made of stone. Tl—xe Present 20th century oak altar table

has five consecration crosses engraved on its toP

surFace.
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Behind the altar is a reredos with the | amb of (God at
its centre. | o the riglﬂt are lilies, sgmbolic of the \/irgin
Marg. T o the left, in red and golcl, are the letters |15,
origina“g derived from the (Greek sPc”ing of Jesus. | he
reredos was given }33 her Familg n memory of [Hannah

Ta”)o’&l:onsonbg, and is dated g Januarg 1952.

To the left of the altar is a
stone niche with an ogee
shaped canopu, robabl
clatiFr)xg from ’cF;’:He lgte Hf?’
century. Thc niche shows
traces of medieval Painting. ]t
would origina”g have
contained a statue, Probablg
of the \/irgin Mary, which
would have been removed at
the time of the Ke)cormation
in the 16th century.

The recumbent Figurc of a
woman to the left of the altar is
thought to have been part of a
memorial erected by John de
Drokensncorcl to his mother. ]t
was removed by the Furitar\s in
the 17th century, but found
again in a nearbg field in the

19’“!" century and restored to

the Church.
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A Pre»Rcmcormation Piscina,
used for washing communion
vessels, was uncovered to the
right of the altar during
restoration of the church in the

earlg 20th century.



The stained g]ass of the east window of the Ladg
Chapcl is a memorial to Stephen Bridge, Rector of
Droxford from 1868 to 1886, and his wife Margarct. A
shield in the bottom riglﬂt hand corner has his initials
either side of a bridgc over a river, Prcsumah]g the

Meon.
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The hand of Goc’ is shown at the top of the window.
Below it a dove represents the Ho]g 5Pirit. On either
side are the crests of the dioceses of Winchester and
For’csmouth. Tlnc Dccora’ced stone traccrg of the window
Probab]g dates from the ear!y j 4th cen’cury, with cusps,
and intersecting stone tracery.

The \/irgin and (Child are dcpicted at the centre of
the east window. Marg is clothed in the blue with which
she became associated in the Middle Ages, since this
Pigment, derived from lapis lazuli, was the most
Precious in an artist’s Pa!ettc.
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]n the lower left corner St
Wiwricl is seen with the
builders of St Mary & A”
Saints, with the present
church behind. Wll rid may
have founded a (Christian
church at Droxxcorcl during
his mission to the Meon
Valley in 681 to 686, but
no remains of an Anglo~

Saxon builcling have yet
been identified.

The four corners of the
cast window of the Lady
Chapel CICPlCt some of the
saints. ]n the top left hand
corner St FF:‘aﬂCIS of
Assisi, who founded the
Francxscan orc{er and
acloP’cecl a life of extreme
Pover‘tg is Preachmg to a
varied collection of }DerlS,
mcluc{mg two very attentive
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]n the lower right hand

corner St George is
s]aymg a dragon w1th a

rescued Prmcess in  the
bac‘(grouncl thtle is known
of the real St George He
may have been Greek, and
an officer in the army of the
Roman emperor D1oc|e’cxan
Hc was martyrecl in about
303 when he refused to glve

up his Christian beliefs.

T}'xe upper rlght corner
shows § Stcphen who

was stoned to death as
the first C}‘nrls’clan martyr
because of his teac!‘nngs
Tl—xe window depicts the
scene in Jerusalem in the
Acts of the Apostles
when Etephen while

makmg a SPCCCH in }115
dCFCI’!CC IOO‘(C& quar&s

anc; saw a vision O{:

Jesus.




The arch between
the Ladg ChaPe!
and the chancel
rests on two carved
busts, which ma
date from the earlg
j4th century.

Tl—xe arch from the Lady
Chapel into the south
aisle dates from the late
i 5th century, when the
south aisle was widened.

The box pews in the

south aisle are Victorian.

The north Pi”ar of this arch
displags extensive c{ecplg
carved gra]cmciti, which could be
as earlg as the 16t century.
T here is more gragiti
t]ﬂroughout the cl'xurch, some
dating back many centuries.

A circular slate memorial with a ter surround
between the windows on the south wall commemorates
Lewis Stephens, Rector of Droxpord from 1722 to
1 746, who founded the Parish !ibrarg. This is now held
in the Soutlﬁampton Uraiversitg !ibrarg.

A stone P]aque on the south wall is dedicated to
Nevi”e Lovett, first Bishop of For‘tsmouth and later
Bishop of Salisburg, who retired to [Droxford in
1946. | he Lacly Chape] is also known as the Bishop
Lovet’c chapel‘



T he stained glass of the two windows in the south wall

of the Laclg Cl‘xapei dates from about 1900. Thc left
hand window shows St FPeterwith the risen (Christ.
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Fe’cer was the first aPos’cIe to whom Jesus appearecl
after his resurrection. Jesus asked him three times if
he loved him, despite having been denied by him
three times after Eis arrest, and before the cock
crew. WI"ICH Feter answered that he did love Iﬁim,
Jesus told him to feed my slﬁeeP’J two of which can
be seen around the bottom of his cloak.

]n the right hand window Marg Magdalenc is shown
with the risen (Christ, whom she encountered near the
tomb of Golgotlﬁa in the presence of two angels.
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Mary Magdalenc is dressed in recl, which is a sign
both of her love for Jcsus, and of her Past as a
‘scarlet woman’. ]n herleft hand is ajar of Per‘Fumc with
which she intended to anoint the }DOCIH of Jesus,and a
reminder of when she wipcd his feet with Per‘Fumc
slﬁort]y before he entered Jerusa]cm.



Thc upholstercd oak chairs
in the Ladﬂ Chapel were
Purchased in 2015 with a
grant from the Diocesan
Mission OPPortunities
Fund, and donations from

Parishioners‘

Thc Lady Cl’mapcl has a

fine raftered oak cci]ing,
which suPPorts its flat roof.

They rePlaced some very
basic and uncomfortable
wooden chairs, and were
the first step in  our
renovation of the Lady
Chapel, which will include
new Paintwork, lighting and
Iwea’cing.

A very talented
team of local
volunteers Provic]es
imPressivc flower
arrangements for
the Ladg Chapel
and the rest of the
church tlﬁroughout
the year.

]:rom the Lady
Chape], take note of
the 1 7th century altar
rail in the chancel,
and the oak
Pane”ing made ear]g
in the 20t century in

a simi]arstg]e.



