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Droxford Church Community Hub and Heritage Project wins Heritage Lottery Fund support
Droxford Parochial Church Council (PCC), in partnership with the Friends of Droxford Church, has received initial support from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for the Droxford Church Community Hub and Heritage Project.

It was announced today that the Project has been awarded a first-round pass* by the HLF under the Grants for Places Worship scheme.  Development funding of £33,900 has also been awarded to help progress the partnership’s plans to apply for a full grant of £217,500 next year.  The project aims to restore and develop the Church to become a living Community Hub in the centre of the Meon Valley.
The application is for urgent structural repairs and restoration work to the Norman Church in Droxford, and to support the development of new facilities for a meeting area and Heritage Centre. An open meeting will be held in the Church on 20th November 2014, and the local community in Droxford and the Meon Valley will be invited to participate. If successful in the second-round application, work could start in autumn 2015.
The Venerable Gavin Collins (Archdeacon of the Meon) said: “I congratulate the PCC and Friends on having the vision not just to create a restoration plan for their Church, but also to develop it as a centre for the community and for sharing the unique heritage of the Meon Valley. It is very exciting that this vision has now been endorsed by the Heritage Lottery Fund.” 

John Symes (Chairman of Friends of Droxford Church) said: “We are delighted that the Heritage Lottery Fund have supported our project to restore our Church and to create a Community Hub and Heritage Centre in Droxford.  With their potential investment of £217,500, our Church will continue as a centre of the worship and also evolve with new facilities which are expected in the 21st Century.”

ENDS
Notes to editors
*First-round pass 
Heritage Grant applications are assessed in two rounds.  A first-round pass is given when HLF has endorsed outline proposals and earmarked funding. A first-round pass may also include an immediate award to fund the development of the project. Detailed proposals are then considered by HLF at second-round and as long as plans have progressed satisfactorily and according to the original proposal, an award for the project is confirmed.
About the Droxford PCC and Friends of Droxford Church
Droxford Parochial Church Council (Chairman, Reverend Stuart Holt) is responsible for the Church of St Mary and All Saints, and set up the Friends of Droxford Church as an independent organisation in 2011 to support and enhance the Church building for wider

Community use. More information about our organisation and this Project is available on our website www.friendsofdroxfordchurch.org.uk. 
About the Church
The Church of St Mary and All Saints is one of the few Grade I listed buildings in the Meon Valley and the only one in Droxford. It has been the centre of worship for the village community for nearly 900 years. The Church is in the Anglican Diocese of Portsmouth, and stands in the centre of the village just 100 yards from the village square. The earliest and main parts of the church date from the middle of the 12th century, the first records dating from 1150 to 1160. 
About the Heritage Lottery Fund
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a lasting difference for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient heritage economy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has supported over 36,000 projects with more than £6bn across the UK.  www.hlf.org.uk
For further information, images and interviews, please contact:
John Symes, Chairman, Friends of Droxford Church, 01489 877643 or jmdsymes@btinternet.com.

Sheila Matthissen, Churchwarden, Droxford PCC, 01489 877867 or 
sheila-s-j@hotmail.co.uk. 
